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ABSTRACT 

This document presents provisional data for all 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) questionnaire items from 
the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) for August 1987. It notes 
that the AIDS questionnaire was designed to provide baseline 
estimates of public knowledge and attitudes about AIDS transmission, 
the prevention of AIDS virus infection, and changes in knowledge and 
attitudes over time. A section on selected findings reports that over 
99% of respondents had heard of AIDS; 89% were certain that AIDS 
leads to death; 83% were certain there is no cure for AIDS; over 90% 
were aware of AIDS transmission through sexual contact v;ith a person 
with AIDS or through sharing a needle for drug use with someone 
having AIDS; over 70% had heard aboac blood tests for AIDS; 90% felt 
they personally had no chance or a low chance of getting AIDS; and 
almost 90% realized that both celibacy and restricting sexual 
activity to a monogamous relationship with a person who did not have 
AIDS were effective ways to avoid the virus. Table 1 displays 
provisional estimates of the percentage distributions of persons 18 
years of age and over by response categories according to age, 
gender, race, and marital status. In most cases, the actual question 
asked of the respondent is reproduced verbatim in table 1, along with 
the response categories. In a few cases, questions or response 
categories have been rephras^id or combined. Results are discussed 
concerning respondents* awareness of AIDS, self-perceived knowledge 
about AIDS, general knov/ledge about AIDS, transmission of AIDS, blood 
tests for AIDS, risk of getting AIDS, AIDS prevention, and AIDS 
discussion and education. (NB) 
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AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes 

Provisional Data From the National Health Interview Survey: 
United States, August 1987 

by Deborah A. Dawson, Ph.D., Marcie Cynamon, M.A., 
and Joseph E. Fitti, M.SP.H., Division of Health Interview Statistics 



Introduction 

The National Center for Health Statistics has intro- 
duced questions on the adult population's knowledge and 
attitudes about acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) in the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS). 
This report presents prov'<;ional findings for August, the 
first month of data collection with the AIDS questionnaire. 

The AIDS questionnaire was designed to provide base- 
line estimates of public knowleage and attitudes about 
AIDS transmission and prevention of AIDS virus infection 
and changes in knowledge and attitudes over time. Data 
also were needed for the planning and development of 
AIDS educational campaigns and for evaluation of educa- 
\0 tional efforts. 

rf\ The AIDS questionnaire was developed by the Nd- 
O tional Center for HeJtn Statistics and inter agenc> working 
^ groups established by the Information, Education and Risk 
C^i Factor Reduction'Subcoramittee of the Public Health Ser- 
^ vice Executive Task Force on AIDS. The working groups 
^ included representatives from the Centers for Disease Con- 
^ trol, the National Institutes of Health, the Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse and Mental Health Administration, and the Health 
Resources and Services Administration. 

The questionnaire includes items on self assessment of 
knowledge about AIDS, sources of informati\)n about 
AIDS, knowledge about AIDS and AIDS -related risk fac 
tors, modes of transmission, and blood tests for the AIDS 
virus; plans to take such a test; recent experience with 
blood donation, self-assessment of chances of getting 
AIDS, personal knowledge of people with AIDS or the 
AIDS virus, and finally, the willingness of respondents to 
take part in a proposed national seroprevalence study. 



This report presents provisional data for all AIDS 
questionnaire items. Table 1 displays percent distributions 
of persons x8 years of age and over by response categories 
according to age, sex, race, and marital status. In most 
cases, the actual question asked of the respondent is repro- 
duced verbatim in table 1, along with the response catego- 
ries. In a few cases, questions or response categories have 
been rephrased or combined. Refusals and other nonre- 
sponses are excluded from the denominator in the calcula- 
tion of estimates, bat responses of "don't know" are 
included. 



Selected findings 

Aaareness Virtually everyone (more than 99 

percent) has heard of AIDS. Almost three-fourths of adults 
(74 percent) last saw, heard, or read som^^thing about 
AIDS within 3 days of the NHIS interview. 

Self-percehed knowledge — Twenty percent of adults 18 
years of age and over feel that they know a lot about AIDS 
(compared to most people), 40 percent feel they know 
some, 30 percent feel they know a little, and 10 percent feci 
they know nothing about AIDS. Adults 50 years and over 
are more likely than younger adults to state that they know 
nothing about AIDS and less lik Jy to think that they know 
a lot. Black respondents (17 percent) are almost twice as 
likely di rthite respondents (9 percent) to state that th^^y 
know nothing about AIDS. 

General knoyvledge -Flguic 1 shows the perccnts an- 
swering "definitely t»*ue" and "probably true" to selected 
knowledge quest ion^. The majority of respondents are CL.r- 
tain that AIDS leads to death (89 percent) and that there is 
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AIDS leads to death 



There is no cure for AIDS at present 

Ar^y person with the AIDS virus can pass it on to 
someone else through sexual intercourse 

A pregnant woman who has the AIDS virus can give AIDS 

to her baby 

AIDS can cripple the body's natural protection against 

disease 

A person can be infected with the AIDS virus and not 

have the disease AIDS 

AIDS Is a disease caused by a virus 



The AOS virus can damage the brain 




j ^OUr^CE Nattonat Center tor Heatth Statistics, Division of Health Interview Statistics. National Health interviews Survey. 



Figure 1 Provisional estimates of perceni of adults 18 years of age and over who think selected statements about AiDS are definitely true 
or probably true: United States, August 1987 
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no cure for AIDS at present (83 percent). Three-fourths of 
adults think that it is definitely true that anyone with the 
AIDS virus can transmit it tc other individuals through 
sexual intercourse, another 18 percent think that it is 
probably true. About two-thirds of the adults in the United 
States definitely thi-ik that AIDS can cripple the body's 
natural protection against disease and that a pregnant 
woman can transmit AIDS to her baby. 

There is less certainty about the causes of AIDS and 
about the relationship between the AIDS virus and the 
disease AIDS: 44 percent of adults definitely believe that a 
virus causes AIDS, and 31 percent think that this is proba 
bly true; 50 percent are certain that a person can be 
infected with the AIDS virus and not have the disease 
AIDS, and 27 percent think that thio is probably true. 
Adults arc less informed about the specific ways that AIDS 
can affect its victims than about its causes, for example, 24 
percent are certain that the AIDS virus can damage the 
brain. For the most part, the lowest levels of general 
knowledge are found among adults 50 years of age and 
over, consistent with their own self-assessment as a group 
that they know relatively little about the disease. 

Transmission of (he AIDS virus -Most Americans are 
aware of the ways in which the AIDS virus is most likely to 
be transmitted. More than 9 out of 10 adults say that it is 
very likely that a person will get AIDS from having sex with 
a person whc has AIDS (92 percent) or by sharing needles 
for drug use with someone who has AIDS (91 percent). On 
the other hand, the level of misinformation about modes of 
transmission, particularly from casual contact, is very high. 
^ .)r example, donating blood is considered a likely mode of 



transmission by 25 percent, working near someone with 
AIDS by 21 percent, sharing eating utensils with someone 
who has AIDS by 47 percent; using public toilets by 3i 
percent, and being bitten hy mosquitoes or other insects by 
38 percent. 

Black respondents ate significantly more likely than 
white respondents to perceive a threat of AIDS virus 
infection from receiving a blood transfusion, donating 
blood, using public toilets, or various other types of casual 
contact with persons who have AIDS. 

There ani few differences by age, sex, and marital 
status in knowledge or misinformation about the transmis- 
sion of AIDS. 

Blood (est for (he AIDS virus— A number of questions 
were asked about blood tests for the AIDS virus. Overall, 
70 percent of adults have heard of the blood test. Persons 
30-49 years of age are most likely (79 percent) and persons 
50 years of age and over least likely (57 percent) to have 
heard of the lest. Although there is widespread awareness 
that a blood test for the AIDS virus is available, there 
appears to be some misunderstanding about the purpose of 
the test. Forty-ont percent of adults (58 percent of those 
who have heard of the test) erroneously believe that the 
blood t^, t results tell whether a person has the uisease 
AIDS. 

Seven percent of respondents report having had their 
blood tested for the AIDS virus, incluuing 2 percent who 
voluntarily said thut they were tested because of a blood 
donation or Iransfu -on. (On the other hand, about 12 
percent report having given blood since January the 
approximate date when routine testing of donated bluud 
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began.) These proviMonal data indicate that adults under 
age 30 are about four times as likely to have had the AIDS 
blood test as persons 50 years of age and over. In addition, 
11 percent of all adults have thought about having the 
AIDS test, and 4 percent say that they plan to be tested in 
the ne.xl 12 months. Twelve percent of Americans age 18 
years and ovci know someune who has had the AIDS blood 
test. 

Risk of getting AIDS— Mobi adults beiieve that they 
(and the people that they know) are at little or no risk of 
AIDb virus infection. Nine in 10 feel that there is no chance 
(OU percent) or a low chance (30 percent) of getting AIDS 
themselves. Six in 10 say that the chance of someone they 
know jetting AIDS is low (34 percent) or nonexistent (26 
percent;. Sl\ percent of adults report personally knowing 
someone with the AIDS virus. 

AIDS prevention-- Almost 9 out of 10 Americans 
realize that both celibacy and restricting sexual activity to a 



monogamous relationship with a person who docs not have 
the AIDS virus are very effective ways to avoid infection 
with the AIDS virus. One-third (34 percent) think that 
using condoms is a very effective way to avoid the virus, and 
an additional 48 percent consider this method somewhat 
effective. Slightly more than one half of the adults in the 
United States (56 pervcnt) think that using a diaphragm is 
not an effective way to avoid infection with the AIDS virus. 
An almost equal proportion (54 percent) feel that using 
spermicides is ineffective in AIDS prevention. 

AIDS discussion and education— Two-thirds of adults 
(67 percent) have discussed AIDS with friends or relatives. 
Persons age 50 and over are the least likely to have done so. 
Of adults with children between the ages of 10 and 17, 60 
percent have talked with their children about AIDS (12 
percent of all adults), and just over one-third of those with 
children in this age range report that their children ha\e 
received instruction about AIDS at school. 
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Symbols 
Quantity zero 

Quantity more than zero but less than 0.5 
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ToftlV:,r«^»i' u°"?i?\''^^'°^ c Pu""', °' Pf'^''"* y^^'* °' selected AIDS knowledge and attitudes from the 

1987 National Hoallh Interview Survey, by selected characteristics- United States, August 1987 -""uu^:. iron, inu 

{hT™'^e'gVeX'«''noirsr "O"'"^""'^"'^'^**'' POP-atlon The survey des^jn. genera. quanfK.al,ons. and information on the rel,ab,.,.y of 



Age 



Sex 



Race 



AIDS knowtedgo or attitude 



Total 



18-29 30-49 50 years 

years y^ars and over Male Female wtiite Black 



Marftat status 



Marnea Unmarried 



Total. 
1. 



Have you ever heard of AIDS? V\7ien was the last ijme you saw. 
heard, or read something about AIDS? 

0-3 day? ago ............ , 

4'7 days ago . , , . , , ] ^ 

8*14 days ago , . , , , 

15-31 days ago . . , 

More than 31 days ago ] . 

Never heard of AIDS 1 ] 

Don't know 1 . 

2. Compared to most people, how much would you say \-ou know 
about AIDS? 

A lot . 

Some , 

Uttie ... . 

Nothing 

Don't know 

3a, AIDS is a disease caused by a virus. 

Definitely true 

Probably true 

Probably false 

Definitely false 

Don't know . . ] ! 

3b. AIDS can cripple the body's natural proleclion against dssease. 

Definitely true 

Probably true. ..'/,['.'.'.'/.['. 

Probably false /.WW. 

Definjely false 

Don't know 

3c. AIDS is es;>3clally common in older people. 

Definitely true 

Probably true. . . . ' ] ] 

Probably false ' \ '.'/,V. 

Definitely false . \ . \ \ \ 

Dont knov/ 

3d. The AIDS virus can damage the bram. 

Definitely true 

Probably true 

Probably false , . . 

Definitely false 

Dont knov/ 

3e. AIDS usually leads to heart disease. 

Definitely true . 

Probabf/ tnje. ....... ...... ... 

Probably false \ . \ , . , 

Definitely false ' , \ 

Don't know , 

3f. AIDS leads to death. 

Definitely true 

Probably true . 

Probably false . . . \ . \ . \ , \ \ [ , \ 

Definitely false 

Don't know , . . 

4a. Where do you get most of your Information about AlDS?^ 

Televteton 

Newspapers . , 

Magazines ............. . 

Radio 

Relatives and friends . 

Brochures/fliers/pamphlels [][ 

Doctor/HMO/clinte , . 

Other 

Don't know .............................. 

4b. Of the sources you |ust told rr.e, frorri which one cfo you qet the 
most Information? 

Televiston . 

Newspapers 

Magazines 

Brochures/fliers/pamphlets /. 

Doclor/HMO/cllnte 

Other ..... " 

Don't know , 



100 



ERLC 



^ footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 1. Provisional estimates of the percent of persons s6 years of age and wvet mth selected AiDS Knowledge and attitudes tiom the 
1987 National Health Interview Survey, by selected characteristics. United States, August 1987-Con. 

(Data are based on household interviews ot the uivtiian nuninstrtiitiuriauzed pupuidtK:>rK Tne survuy dobt^u. yt;uerak o .v..tK.aiiv(tb. etna tutoirndtiou ou ihu reiidOfiity oi 
the estimates are given in tochnfcal notes] 
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5a. If you wanted more specific Information about AIDS, where 
would you get 11?^ 

Doctor/HMO/cllnic 

Public health department 

Library 

AIDS hot line , 

Other. 

Don*t know 

5b. Which one source would you most likely use? 

Doctor/HMO/clinic 

Public health department . 

Library ..... 

AIDS hot line 

Other ..... 

Dont know 

6a. A person can be Infected with the AIDS vims and not have the 
dtsease AIDS. 

Definitely true . 

Pro t>ably true , 

Prot>ab!y false 

Definitely false 

Oon*t know . 

6b. You can tell If people have the AIDS virus just by looking at 
them. 

Definitely true 

Prol>abIy true 

Probably false 

Definitely false 

Don't know 

6c. Any person with the AIDS vims can pass it on to someone else 
during sexual Intercourse. 

Definitely true . . . . 

Probably true , 

Probably false 

Definitely false 

Dont know 

6d. A pregnant woman who has the AIDS virus can gh/e AIDS to 
her baby. 

Definitely true 

Probably true . . 

Probably false 

Definrtely false 

Don't know 

6e. There Is a vaccine available to the public that protects a person 
from getting the AIDS virus. 

Definitely true . . . 

Probably true 

Probably false 

Definitely false 

Don't k 

6f. There Is no cure for AIDS at present. 

Definitely true . 

Probably true 

Probably false 

Definitely false 

Don't know , . 

7. How likely do you think It Is that a person will get the AIDS virus 
from— 

7a Receiving a blood transfusion? 

Very likely 

Somewhat likely . . 

Somewhat unllKely 

Very unlikely 

Definitely not possible 

Don't know 

7b. Donating or giving blood? 

Very likely 

Somewhat likely , 

Somewhat unlikely 

Very unlikely 

Definitely not possible 

Don*l know 



^ Jootnotes at end of table. 
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y^«^®J' f^ov|sIonal estimates of the percent of persons 18 years of age and over with selected AIDS knowledge and attitudes from the 
1987 National Health Interview Survey, by selected characteristics. United States, August 1987-Con. 

(Data aro based on household Interviews of the cMllan nonlnstitutionalized populatwn The suivey design, general quauficatfons. and information on the reiiabihtv of 
the estimates are given In technfca! notes) ' 



AIDS knowledge or attitude Total 



7c, Living near a hospital or home for AIDS patients? 

Very likely 2 

Somewhat liKely 5 

Somewhat unlikeV 11 

Very unlikely . . .' 41 

Definitely not possible , . . . . 33 

Don't knov/ 8 

7d. Working near someone v/lth AIDS? 

Very likely 5 

Somev/hat likely . le 

Somewhat unlikely , 17 

Very unlikely 35 

Definitely not possible 18 

Dont know , 9 

7e. Eating In a restaurant where the cook has AIDS? 

Very likely , . 1 1 

Somewhat likely 24 

Somewhat unlikely 15 

Very unlikely , 25 

Definitely not possible 1 1 

Don't know 1 1 

7f. Kfsslng-wlth exchange of salh/a-a person who has AIDS? 

Veryhkely 36 

Somewhat likely , . _ 34 

Somewhat unlikely 10 

Very unlikely . , , . . 5 

Definitely not possible . , 2 

Dont know 10 

7g. Shaking hands with or touching someone who has AIDS? 

Very likely 2 

Somewhat likely , \ . . 10 

Somewhat unlikely 19 

Very unlikely " . . 39 

Definitely not possible 22 

Don't know \ \ 7 

7h. Sharing plates, forks, or glasses with someone who has AIDS? 

Very likely . . . , 15 

Somewhat likely 32 

Somev/hat unlikely 15 

Very unlikely , , 19 

Definitely not possible , ] . 8 

Don't know 10 

71. Using publte toilets? 

Very likely 9 

Somev/hat likely 22 

Somev/hat unlikely , ] 18 

Very unlikely 27 

Definitely not possible 13 

Don't knov/ 10 

7J. Sharing needles for drug use with someone who has AIDS? 

Very likely 91 

Somewhat likely 5 

Somewhat unlikely 0 

Very unlikely _ . 0 

Definitely not possible , . \ 0 

Don't knov; 2 

7k. Kissing on the cheek a person who has AIDS? 

Very likely 3 

Somewhat likely 13 

Somewhat unlikely . 21 

Very unlikely . 37 

Definitely not possible , 19 

Don't know \ 8 

71. Being coughed or sneezed on 'oy someone who has AIDS? 

Very likely 11 

Somev/hat likely . \ . . 30 

Somewhat unlikely ] . 18 

Very unlikely 22 

Definitely not possible ] " ] ] 9 

Don't know . . . . \ 10 



See foo(not6s at end of table. 

ERIC 



^ ^ Sex Race Marital status 

18-29 30-49 50 years 

years years and over Male Female Wnite Black Marned Unmarried 



Percent distnbution 



1 


2 


2 


2 


2 


1 
1 


e 




1 


7 


3 


5 


6 


4 


4 


8 


5 


5 


13 


10 


10 


10 


12 


11 


12 


10 


12 


43 


42 


39 


44 


39 


42 


41 


42 


41 


32 


37 


31 


31 


36 


35 


24 


34 


33 


t* 


5 


13 


8 


7 


7 


11 


7 


8 


4 


5 


5 


5 


5 


A 
*♦ 


8 


5 


4 


16 


15 


17 


15 


17 


16 


18 


18 


13 


18 


16 


17 


16 


18 


18 


14 


17 


17 


36 


37 


32 


38 


33 


36 


33 


35 


36 


18 


21 


16 


18 


19 


19 


13 


18 


19 


7 


6 


14 


9 


8 


8 


14 


8 


11 


9 


10 


13 


1 1 


1 1 


10 


1Q 


1 1 


10 


24 


24 


25 


25 


24 


24 


29 


25 


i>3 


22 


18 


14 


19 


17 


18 


15 


18 


.7 


25 


28 


22 


25 


25 


26 


16 


24 


27 


12 


12 


9 


10 


11 


11 


7 


11 


11 


8 


9 


17 


11 


12 


11 


15 


-<1 


12 


31 


36 


*»u 


33 


38 


'ir 
00 




37 


33 


39 


33 


31 


36 


32 


35 


28 


35 


33 


12 


1? 


7 


11 


9 


10 


10 


10 


11 


9 


10 


6 


9 


8 


9 


9 


8 


10 


2 


3 


2 


2 


2 


2 


0 


2 


2 


7 


6 


15 


9 


10 


9 


10 


9 


11 


1 


2 


3 


1 


2 


0 

c. 


A 


2 


2 


8 


11 


12 


11 


10 


10 


11 


11 


8 


22 


18 


18 


19 


20 


20 


18 


21 


16 


38 


43 


35 


41 


37 


39 


41 


39 


39 


26 


21 


21 


21 


24 


23 


16 


21 


26 


5 


5 


12 


8 


6 


6 


11 


6 


9 


12 


16 


17 


14 


i a 
10 


lo 


20 


17 


12 


34 


31 


32 


32 


32 


32 


30 


32 


32 


20 


14 


13 


16 


15 


15 


14 


15 


15 


17 


23 


16 


20 


18 


20 


16 


18 


20 


8 


10 


8 


9 


8 


9 


6 


9 


8 


8 


7 


15 


9 


11 


9 


14 


9 


12 


9 


9 


1 1 


9 


10 


0 
0 




10 


9 


21 


20 


26 


22 


22 


22 


25 


22 


22 


21 


18 


16 


18 


19 


19 


18 


19 


16 


26 


32 


23 


31 


24 


28 


21 


28 


26 


14 


15 


10 


12 


14 


13 


11 


12 


14 


9 


7 


15 


9 


11 


10 


10 


9 


12 


92 


94 


88 


91 








92 


90 


5 


4 


8 


6 


5 


6 


3 


5 


0 


1 


0 




0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 




0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


1 


4 


3 


2 


2 


4 


2 


3 


3 


4 


4 


4 


3 


2 


11 


3 


4 


12 


12 


14 


13 


12 


12 


15 


13 


11 


22 


22 


19 


22 


20 


22 


18 


22 


20 


36 


40 


34 


38 


36 


38 


27 


38 


35 


21 


19 


17 


16 


21 


19 


15 


18 


21 


6 


4 


12 


8 


7 


6 


12 


6 


9 


9 


10 


13 


10 


12 


10 


15 


11 


11 


3;' 


28 


33 


32 


29 


30 


32 


32 


28 


22 


20 


13 


19 


17 


19 


14 


19 


17 


22 


24 


19 


24 


20 


23 


15 


23 


20 


10 


10 


7 


8 


9 


9 


11 


7 


12 


8 


8 


15 


8 


12 


9 


12 


8 


13 
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Table 1. Provisional estimates of the percent ot persons 18 years of age and over with selected AlDS Knowledge and attitudes from trie 
1987 National Health Interview Survey, by selected characteristics; United States, August 1987— Con. 

[Data are based on riouseriold interviews of Iho civiitan nv^ntnstituiK/rtdiizea pv^puiatturu Itm Survuy design, generat qudiifK^aiMis. ana (Utv^imativ^n ui* inu leiiatAtiity v\ 
trie estimates are given in technical notes] 



Age 



Sex 



Hace 



Manta! status 



AIDS Knowt&dgQ or attitude 



1 uiai 


16'29 
years 


30-49 
yean> 


cttiQ UVtff 


Male 


Female 


mtte 


oiacK 


MarrieQ 


Unmarrieo 










Percent distribution^ 








3 


2 


4 


4 


3 


3 


3 


8 


3 


3 


12 


11 


12 


13 


12 


12 


12 


11 


13 


10 


17 


18 


17 


16 


18 


16 


■jy 


18 


18 


14 


38 


39 


40 


34 


39 


36 


40 


27 


38 


37 


20 


24 


21 


17 


18 


22 


20 


21 


18 


24 


9 


7 


5 


16 


9 


10 


8 


14 


9 


11 


10 


11 


9 


11 


12 


9 


10 


16 


11 


10 


28 


29 


29 


26 


30 


27 


27 


36 


28 


28 


12 


13 


13 


9 


12 


12 


12 


7 


13 


10 


19 


18 


22 


15 


20 


18 


19 


16 


19 


18 


10 


■] ■] 


10 


10 


9 


11 


11 


y 


lU 


1 1 


21 


18 


16 


29 


18 


23 


21 


18 


20 


23 


3 


3 


3 


3 




o 


o 
c. 


8 


3 


3 


10 


14 


9 


9 


11 


10 


9 


17 


10 


10 


12 


14 


12 


9 


12 


11 


12 


12 


12 


11 


30 


31 


34 


24 


32 


27 


31 


25 


30 


28 


21 


20 


23 


19 


20 


21 


22 


13 


21 


21 


24 


18 


19 


35 


22 


27 


24 


24 


24 


26 


92 


95 


94 


89 


90 


94 


93 


91 


93 


92 


5 


4 


5 


7 


7 


4 


6 


3 


6 


5 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 




0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


1 


4 


2 


2 


1 


3 


1 


2 


70 


74 


79 


57 


71 


69 


72 


59 


72 


67 


26 


23 


19 


36 


26 


26 


25 


33 


25 


28 


4 


2 


2 


7 


3 


4 


3 


8 


3 


5 


41 


44 


44 


34 


oo 


**o 




33 


42 


38 


20 


21 


26 


12 


25 


16 


21 


15 


20 


20 


10 


10 


8 


11 


9 


10 


9 


11 


10 


8 


30 


26 


21 


43 


29 


31 


28 


42 


28 


33 


59 


63 


67 


47 


60 


58 


60 


49 


61 


55 


4 


5 


5 


2 




3 


A 
*♦ 


3 


4 


4 


7 


7 


7 


8 


•t 
/ 


8 


7 


6 


7 


8 


30 


26 


21 


43 




31 


28 


42 


28 


33 


5 


8 


5 


2 


5 


5 


4 


8 


4 


6 


2 


3 


3 


1 


3 


2 


3 


1 


3 


2 


62 


62 




53 


62 


62 


63 








1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


30 


26 


21 


43 


29 


31 


28 


42 


28 


33 


8 


12 


9 


3 


9 


7 


8 


9 


7 


8 


11 


16 


14 


4 


12 


10 


10 


15 


9 


15 


50 


45 


55 


49 


49 


51 


52 


31 


54 


42 


0 


0 








0 


0 




0 




31 


27 


22 


44 


30 


33 


30 


45 


30 


35 


8 


12 


9 


3 


9 


7 


8 


9 


7 


8 


4 


6 


6 


1 


5 


4 


4 


10 


3 


7 


5 ■ 


7 


6 


2 


6 


4 


5 


2 


4 


6 


2 


3 


2 


1 


1 


2 


2 


3 


2 


2 


81 


72 


77 


94 


75 


83 


82 


7C 


84 


77 



7m. Attending school with a child who has AIDS? 

Very Kkely 

Somewhat likely 

Somewhat unlikely 

Very unlikely 

Definitely not possible 

Don1 know 



7n. Mosquitoes or other insects? 

Very likely 

Somewhat likely 

Somewhat unlikely . . . , 

Very unlikely 

Definitely not possible . , 
Dont know 



7o Pets or animals? 

Very likely , 

Somewhat likely. . . . 
Somewhat unlikely . . 

Very unlikely 

Definitely not possible 
Don't know 



7p. Having sex with a person who has AIDS? 

Very likely 

Somewhat likely. 

Somswhat unlikely . . 

Veiy unlikely 

Definitely not possible 

Don't know , 



8. 



Have you ever heard of a blood test for Infection w(th the 
AIDS virus? 

Yes ...... . . . 

No 

Don't know 



9. Does this test tell whether a person has the disease AIDS? 

Yes 

No 

Don't know 

Never heard of test (no/don't know to q. 8) 



10- If a person has a positive blood test for Infection v/Hh the AIDS 
virus, does this mean that they can give someone else the AIDS 
vims through sexual intercourse? 

Yes 

No ........ 

Don't know , . 

Never hoard of test (no/don't knov/ to q. e> 

11. Have you ever had your blood tested for Infectton with the AIDS 
virus? 

Yes 

Yes, in blood donation/transfusion ........ 

No . . 

Don't know . .... 

Never heard of test (no/don't know to q. 8) 

12a. Have you over thought about having this blood test? 

Already had test , 

Yes , 

No . , 

Don't know 

Never heard of test (no/don't know to q. 8) 



12b. Do you plan to be tested in the next 12 months? 

Already had test 

Yes 

No 

Don't know 

Never heard of test or thought about having test (no/don't 
know to q. 8 or q. 12a) 



See fooenotes at end of table. 
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Table 1. Provisional estlmatas of the percent of persons 18 years of age and over with selected AIDS Knowledge ana atmudes from ioe 
1987 National Health Interview Survey, by selected characteristics. United States, August l987«Con. 

[Oala are based on household Inlorvlows of the cMllan noninilrtulMializod pupuidiwn. The survey design, jjenorai quauKatiuns. and mtormaijon on tno reijaDiirtv of 
Iho estimates are gfven In technical notes] 



Age 



Sex 



Race 



Marital Stat as 



AIDS Hnowtedge or attitude 



13. Where would you go to have a blood lest for the AIDS 
vinis Infection?^ 

Nowhere/wouldn't take lest 

AIDS dhlc , , . 

Other clinic 

Doclor/HMO . , . 

Red Cross/blood bank . . 

Other. 

Don't know . « 



14. Whera would you go to find out where to have this blood 
test?^''* 



AIDS hot line . 

AIDS clinic . . . 

Other clmlc 

Doctor/HMO 

Friends 

Public health department 

Other. 

Nowhere 

Don't know 



15, Have you donated blood since 1985? 

Yes. , 

No 

Don't know 



la 



Have you over personally known anyone who had the blood 
test for the AIDS virus Infection? 

Yes , 

No , . 

Don't know ...... ..... . 



17. WTiat are the chances of someone you knov/ getting the AIDS 
virus? 

High . . , . , _ , 

Medium . . . . , . 

Low. , . , , . 

None. . . , . 

Refused . . , , , 

Don't know . , . . , . , , 



18, 



What are your chances of getting the AIDS virus? 

H»gh , . 

Medium ..... , , 

Low. , . . . . X 

None , . X . . . . 

Refused , 

Don't know . . , 

19. Here are mothodf some people use to prevent getting the AIDS 
virus through sexual activity. How otfoctrve Is- 

19a. Using a diaphragm? 

Ver/ effective. 

Somewhat elfectlve 

Not at all effective . . , . . 

Don't know how etf^»ctlve 

Don't know method . , 

I9b. Using a condom? 

Very effective. 

Somewhat effective . , . . . 

Not at ait effective 

Don't know how effective . . . , , 

Dont know method. . , , . 



19c. Using a spermlcldat Jelly, foam, or cream? 

Very effecttve 

Somewhat effective 

Not at aJt effective ............. 

Don1 know how effective 

Don1 know method. ........... 



I9d. Being celibate, that Is. not having sex at all? 

Very effective . . . 

Somev/hal effective . . . . 

Not at aJI effective 

Don't know how effective . 

Don't knov/ method. . . . . 



O footnotes at end of !^blo. 

ERIC 



Total 


16-29 
years 


30^9 
_yoars_ 


50 years 
and ove^ 


Male 


Female 


White 


Black 


Married 


Unmarried 










Percent distribution' 








- 
2 


1 


. 
2 


. 
2 


2 


1 


1 


3 




3 


26 


28 


28 


17 


27 


25 


25 


33 


23 


30 


52 


49 


52 


60 


53 


50 


52 


57 


57 


46 


3 


4 


2 


4 


4 


2 


3 




3 


3 


10 


7 


11 


11 


9 


11 


10 


5 


5 


12 


7 


11 


4 


8 


5 


10 


8 


1 


9 




9 


5 


23 


- 


9 


9 


10 




• 


22 


16 


16 




51 


44 




18 




21 


9 


26 


19 


11 


100 


34 


22 


30 




18 


38 


6 


9 


- 




- 
- 


9 


7 




10 




49 


■ 

50 


■ 

67 


■ 
- 


on 


D 1 


41 


100 


• 

60 


• 

32 


12 


15 


15 


5 


14 


10 


12 


12 


11 


13 


88 


85 


85 


94 


86 


90 


88 


88 


89 


86 


0 




0 


■\ 


0 


0 


0 




0 


0 


12 


20 


13 


5 


11 


14 


13 


10 


10 


16 


87 


79 


86 


94 


88 


86 


87 


88 


89 


82 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


10 


12 


13 


6 


11 


10 


10 


16 


10 


11 


18 


25 


20 


11 


19 


18 


19 


18 


18 


18 


34 


35 


36 


30 


37 


31 


35 


23 


35 


32 


26 


20 


24 


35 


22 


30 


26 


25 


27 


25 


0 


1 


0 




0 


■ 


0 


- 


- 


0 


1 1 


7 


7 


19 


1 1 


11 


10 


19 


10 


13 


■J 






u 


■\ 


2 


■\ 


2 


1 


2 


4 


4 


5 


3 


4 


4 


4 


3 


4 


5 


30 


3d 


33 


20 


34 


27 


30 


31 


28 


34 


60 


53 


57 


69 


56 


63 


61 


52 


64 


53 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


5 


4 


3 


8 


5 


5 


4 


It 


4 


7 


2 


3 


1 


3 


2 


2 


2 


5 


1 


A 


11 


16 


9 


9 


10 


11 


10 


13 


10 


12 


56 


56 


66 


44 


56 


55 


58 


42 


58 


51 


21 


■jy 


■if: 
10 




19 


24 


21 


23 


21 


22 


10 


8 


8 


14 


13 


8 


9 


17 


9 


11 


34 


39 


37 


28 


34 


35 


35 


31 


32 


1Q 
o»f 


48 


50 


50 


44 


50 


46 


49 


41 


51 


43 


6 


5 


7 


6 


4 


7 


5 


11 


6 


6 


8 


3 


5 


15 


7 


8 


8 


10 


8 


9 


4 


2 


2 


8 


4 


4 


3 


7 


4 


4 


2 


3 


2 


3 


2 


3 


2 


5 


2 


3 


13 


17 


10 


12 


13 


13 


i2 


17 


12 


14 


54 


55 


C4 


42 


53 


55 


56 


43 


56 


50 


21 


16 


15 


30 


20 


21 


20 


21 


21 


21 


10 


9 


8 


13 


12 


8 


9 


14 


9 


12 


89 


88 


91 


87 


87 


00 


90 


62 


90 


87 


5 


6 


4 


4 


6 


4 


5 


6 


5 


5 


1 


2 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


2 


3 


2 


2 


4 


3 


2 


2 


5 


2 


4 


2 


1 


1 


4 


3 


2 


2 


4 


2 


2 
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Table 1. Provisional ostlmates of the percent of persons 18 years of ago and over with selected AlOS Knowledge and atuiudos trom mo 
1987 National Health Interview Survey, by selected characteristics. United States, August 1987— Con. 

[Data are based on household miorviows of Iho cNilan noninstltultonalizod ^puiatfun. The survey design, ♦jcnurai qud^rttcatiuns-, ana (ritormaiwn un me retaOinty ct 
Ihd estimates are given in technical notosl 



Ago 



Sex 



Race 



Marital status 



AIDS knowtodgo orattttude 



190. Two people who do not have the AIDS vims having a 
completely monogamous rolatlonsh'p. that is. having sox 
only with each other? 

Very eUoctN'Q. . . . , , x 

Somewhat olfectlve 

Not at a'l e(f octlvo 

Don't know how otfoctlve 

Don't Know method. 



20. Have you ever discussed AIDS with a friend or reiattvo? 

Yes. . , 

NO . . . « . . . « .... ...... . . 

Don't know « 



21. When was the last lime you dscussed AIDS wrth a friend or 
reiatN'e? 

0'3 days ago . . 

4«7 days ago ...<....,. . . 

3«14 days ago . . . . 

15»31 days ago 

More than 31 days ago 

Never discussed (no/dont know to q. 20) 

Don't know 



24. Have you ever discussed AIDS wrth (any of your children ago 
1M717 

Yes. . . . ... 

NO 

Don't know ^ . . . . . 



No children 10«17 years of ago^ 

25. Have your children had any instruction at school about AIDS? 

Yes, ....... ... . , . . . . . 

NO . . . ... 

Don't know ............ . . , , 

No Children 10^17 years of ago^ , 

26. Have you ever personally known anvone with the AIDS via's? 

YOS. ..... . ..... . ....... . . 

NO ...................... _ _ _ 

Don't know . ......................... . . 



27. Have you ever personally known anyone with AIDS? 

Yes. ..... . 

No ................ , ........... 

Don't know . . 



28. 



The U.S. Public Health Sen/lce has said that AIDS Is one of the 
major hoanh problems in the country but exactly how mar^y 
people It affects Is not known. The Surgeon Genera) has 
proposed that a study be conducted and blood samples be 
taken to help find out how wklcspread the pioblem Is. if you 
were selected in this nattonal sample of people to have ihcir 
blood te.^ted wrth assurances of privacy of tost results, would 
you have the test? 

Yes. 

NO , . 

Other. .............. ..... . . . . . [ . 

Don't know ........... ..... ... , ..... 

29. Would you want to know Itie results of the blood lest?* 

Yes 

No ...>..... . ... 

Don't know ...... .......... . 



^Exdudw persons for whom no iespo«« ^ iecOf<Jed o» who ^e»b*od to <e>j^od f oi quest urn ^ tbrw^gn £7, lo'ai &. 
jMulipIo responses may sum to more than 100 pefcert. 
]:Based on persons answ^iln^ yes I J question i2a. 
,Bas©d on persons answering don'l know to Qoest on 13. 

JBascd on question ::2. Do you have any chldren aged 10«17? Oies!on 23 was, How many do you have? 
Based on persons answering yes to question 28, 

NOTE: To*aJ, age. sex, and ma/rtaJ status Include persons of ^her and onkrwwn race iXA shtMn separa!?-!/ under racy 



Toia! 


18-29 
years 


30-49 
years 


50 years 
&r)(j over 


Male 


Fcmalo 




Black 


Married 


Unmarried 










Percent (?telnbullon 










84 


65 


87 


79 


64 


84 


85 


77 


86 


81 


9 


10 


9 


9 


9 


10 


9 


11 


8 


11 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


4 


2 


3 


6 


3 


4 


3 


6 


3 


4 


2 


1 


1 


5 


3 


2 


2 


3 


2 


2 


67 


72 


76 


52 


62 


70 


67 


66 


67 


66 


33 


27 


24 


47 


37 


29 




33 


33 


34 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


C 


0 


1 


0 


■J 


20 


22 


23 


16 


20 


20 


20 




20 


21 


17 


17 


20 


15 


16 


18 


18 


15 


18 


15 


7 


9 


8 


5 


7 


8 


7 


6 


7 


7 


1 t 


11 


13 


7 


9 


12 


It 


10 


11 


11 


7 


9 


7 


4 


6 


7 


7 


5 


6 


7 


35 


30 


25 


49 


39 


31 


34 


36 


34 


36 


3 


2 


3 


4 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3 


12 


1 


29 


3 


10 


15 


12 


14 


16 


7 


Q 


4 


16 


3 


■\ -J 


Q 


8 


9 


■J -J 




79 


95 


55 


94 


79 


80 


79 


77 


74 


89 


7 


0 


17 


3 


7 


8 


7 


8 


9 


4 


7 


2 


15 


2 


7 


7 


/ 


9 


9 


3 


5 




14 




8 


5 




6 


8 


4 


79 


95 


55 


94 


79 


60 


79 


77 


74 


69 


6 


7 


9 


3 


5 


7 


6 


10 


5 


9 


92 


92 


90 


96 


94 


91 


93 


86 


94 


90 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


6 


7 


Q 


4 


5 


8 


6 


11 


5 


9 


92 


93 


90 


no 


^4 


91 




87 


94 


69 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


69 


73 


71 


a3 


70 


65 


69 


69 


70 


67 


20 


17 


19 


24 


18 


22 


19 


20 


19 


22 


4 


4 


4 


4 


5 


3 


4 


3 


4 


4 


7 


6 


6 


9 


7 


8 


7 


8 


7 


7 


97 


96 


97 


99 


97 


97 


98 


96 


97 


97 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 
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Technical notes 



The National Hcallh Imcrvicw Survcv (NHIS) i\s a 
continuous, cross sectional household interview .survcv. 
Each svcck, a probability sample of the civilian nonlnr'Mi 

Tablo !. Sample sizo for tho National Koolth Interview Survey of 
AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes and estimated adult population 
18 years of ago and over, by selected characteristics. 
United States, August 1987 













pcpwalton 


Ciiaractt>n$tfc 


Sizo 


m ihou$an<3s 


All adults . 


2.303 


174.528 








18-29 yoars ... 




47,583 


30-49 years 


662 


06.250 


50 years and over 


885 


C0.695 


5>0X 






Ma!o 


960 


82J03 


Fcmalo 


1.343 


91.825 


Race 






BlacK . . 


263 


19.107 


wnno . . . , _ 


1.951 


150.008 


Marttal status 






Currently marned 


1*241 


110.746 


UnmarfJod . . , . . . x , . _ . , 


1,052 


63.310 



lionall/cd piipuldtion i.s interviewed bv pcr.sonncl of the 
U.S. Bureau of Ihc CcnsUvS to obtain inform.uion on the 
health and other charactc^^^tlL^ of each member of the 
household. Supplemental information is collected for all or 
a sample of household members. The AIDS knowLdg^ and 
attitudes questions were asked of a single randomlv ehusen 
adult 18 ycar<; of age or over in each household. The 
estimates in this report are based on completed interviews 
With 2,303 persons, or about 81 percent of eligible respon- 
dents. 

Table I contains the estimated population si/e of each 
of the demographic subgroups included in table 1 to allow 
readers to derive piovisional estimates of the number of 
people in the United States with a given characteristic, for 
example, the number of men who have heard of AIDS. 
Table II shows approximate standard eirors of e.^timates 
presented in table 1. Both the estimates in table 1 and the 
standard errors in table II arc provisional. They may differ 
slightly from estimates made using the final data file be- 
cause they were calculated using a simplified weighting 
procedure that does not adjust for all the factors used in 
weighting the final data file. The final data file covering the 
entire 5-month period of data collection, August through 
December 19vS7, will be available in 1988. 



Table II. Standard errors, expressed In percentage points, of estimated percents from the National Hqqww Interview Survey of AIDS 
Knowledge and Attitudes, by selected characteristics: United States, August 1987 



Eshmated percent 



5 or 95. 
10 or 90 , 
15 or 85 
20 Oreo 
25 or 75 
30 or 70 . 
35 or 65 
40 or 60 
45 or 55 
50. . « . 







Ago 






Sex 




Haco 


A^artiai status 




18-29 


30-^9 


5^y^'ars 














Tciai 


years 


years 


ar)^ over 


Mafo 


Femalo 




Black 


Marrfod 


Unmarrted 


06 


1,1 


09 


09 


09 


09 


1 7 


06 


08 


0.8 


08 


1 5 


1 3 


1.2 


1.2 


1.0 


23 


08 


10 


1 1 


09 


18 


1 5 


1 4 


1 4 


1.2 


27 


10 


1 3 


13 


1.0 


20 


17 


1.6 


1.6 


13 


30 


1 1 


1 4 


15 


1.1 


22 


1.8 


1.8 


1 7 


1 4 


33 


1 2 


15 


1.6 


1.2 


'^3 


19 


19 


1.8 


1 5 


35 


13 


16 


17 


12 


24 


20 


20 


1 9 


1 6 


36 


1 3 


1 7 


18 


1.3 


25 


2,1 


20 


19 


1 6 


37 


1 4 


1 7 


18 


13 


25 


21 


20 


20 


1 7 


38 


1 i 


1 8 


19 


1.3 


26 


2.1 


21 


20 


1 7 


38 


1.4 


1 B 


19 
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Recent i..sues of Advance Data From Vital and Health Statistics 



No. 145. 1986 Summan. National Hospital Discharge Sur 
vcy (Issued September 30, 1987) 

No. 144. Evpcclcd Source of Payment for Hospital Dis- 
charges, United Stales 19f?5 (In prepa'-ation) 

No. 143. The 1986 Inventory of Long-Term Care Places: An 
Overview of Facililtics for the Mentally Retarded (Issued 
September 30, 1987) 



No. 142. Discharges From Nur^lng Homes. Preliminary' 
Data From :hc 19cS5 National Nursing Home Survey (Is- 
sued September 30, 1987) 

No. 141. Health Practices and Perceptions of U.S. AduIlN 
with Noninsulin-Depcndenl Diabetes: Data From the 1985 
National Health Inter\^icwSur\'ey of Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention (Issued September 30» 1987) 
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